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As part of our tangible cultural heritage, historic objects play an essential role in the construction of
our social memory. Objects have different meanings and uses for different individuals and
communities, and many objects have embedded texts or are accompanied by texts. All have
different functions. These texts are intimately connected to the objects and, usually, but not always,
help us to understand their role in the community, society or within the context in which they are
used, reused or displayed, as in the case of objects kept in museums, archives and collections. The
range of texts appearing on objects is very broad. They may contain information about the
production or the producer of the object, references or a tribute to its owner, an explanation of the
function they have or are meant to have (as in the case of amulets with apotropaic formulas, flags,
items of clothing or coins, for example). They may contain narratives of different kinds, or they may
also have a more distinct decorative function such as the Arabic calligraphic script adorning all sort
of objects from bowls to buildings. Likewise, texts often contain detailed descriptions of objects.
Objects are recreated, for example, in literary texts — from the real, to the fictional, to the evocative
—or are listed or described in different kinds of historical texts and archival sources such as probate
inventories, auction records, commercial documents, lists of diplomatic gifts, etc.

The workshop Objects in the Text and the Text on the Objects will investigate these relationships
between objects and writing, exploring, on one side, the characteristics and peculiarities of text-
bearing objects and, on the other side, the different kinds of texts containing lists or descriptions of
objects. The focus will be on moving and connecting objects and texts that cross, interact, and often
relocate within the Mediterranean in the Early Modern Period. This workshop will also explore how
the relationships between objects, writing and their movements, can be connected to the
expression of human emotions.

We invite contributors to present papers focusing on a particular text-bearing object(s) or text(s)
dealing with objects which can be used as case studies.

Scientific Inés Coutinho (NOVA School of Science and Technology)
Committee Rosita D’Amora (Universita del Salento)
Madrcia Vilarigues (NOVA School of Science and Technology)

Organizing Rosita D’Amora (Universita del Salento)
Committee Marcia Vilarigues (NOVA School of Science and Technology)
Jessica Hallet (Gulbenkian Museum)

Proposals We welcome proposals for 20-minute papers.

Proposals consisting of a 250-word abstract and a short CV in English should
be sent as a pdf attachment via email by 30/12/2021 to: mgv@fct.unl.pt
and rosita.damora@unisalento.it

Important dates Proposal submission deadline: 30" December 2021
Notification of acceptance: 10" January 2022
Conference: 24t & 25 February 2022



Important No participation fee will be charged for this conference and the hosts will

Information organise coffee and refreshments for the conference participants during
breaks. The organizers can help participants to find reasonably-priced
accommodation. We propose to publish a collection of papers from the
conference.

Image credit: Tile mihrab, Iran, Kashan, late 13t century to early 14" century.
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